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From the Campus Dean
Greetings,
During this past year, much of NPML’s focus has
been on supporting students and faculty as they
navigate the challenges of our current learning
environment, one deﬁned by a global pandemic. In
addition to that very important focus, NPML has much
to celebrate. Associate Dean Kaya van Beynen
received a prestigious national award for her work
spanning more than a decade. We are also
celebrating our long-standing partnership with Florida
Humanities with a new physical and online display of
FORUM magazine covers. We selected the covers to
demonstrate Florida’s rich, challenging, and varied
history and highlight USF authors. Drs. Michael Francis, Tom Hallock, Ray
Arsenault, Chris Meindl, Mark Walters, and Gary Mormino contributed to the
publication throughout the years. We are also celebrating our graduate and
undergraduate student scholars who have the opportunity to participate in the
upcoming online student symposia, where they can demonstrate their work. The
NPML librarians were so successful at transitioning the in-person USF St.
Petersburg symposium to an online experience in Spring 2020 that they have
offered to create a digital collection of student projects for the online Graduate
Student Research Symposium for USF. We are also celebrating our ﬁrst
signiﬁcant “One USF Libraries collection,” which connects once separate special
collections into a portal—the African-American Experience in Florida. Read more
about the portal in the USF Newsroom and about NPML in the following stories.
Wishing you good health and very much looking forward to seeing you in person,
Catherine Cardwell
Campus Dean, Nelson Poynter Memorial Library

Spotlight
Congratulations to Kaya van Beynen,
USF Libraries’ Associate Dean for
Research and Instruction, for being
awarded the EBSS Distinguished
Education and Behavioral Sciences
Librarian Award sponsored by the
American Psychological Association.
Kaya was selected for her decade-long
service to EBSS, strong record of
scholarship, and successful
implementation of exemplary
programs. Kaya has been instrumental
in leading numerous initiatives in
NPML, from mentoring early career
faculty to conducting meaningful
assessments to improve NPML's
impact on teaching, learning and
research.

Spaces

Spring is here, the weather is beautiful,
and we hope you are taking advantage
of it. The library deck is a perfect place
to work and study outside. Why not
take a break from studying and enjoy
your lunch out here or even a good
book?
If you are night owl, you can enjoy the
fairy lights in the trees that light up the
deck for a whimsical atmosphere.
Bonus, no mask required on the
outside deck as long as you social
distance.

The Student Technology Center
worked with a group of students on a
project to create a toothbrush that
doubled as a toothpaste holder and
when twisted would push the paste
through the brush and up through the
bristles. The intent of the students'
design was to create less waste and be
more cost effective. The student
worked with the STC to use the
TinkerCAD platform to design and print
a 3D rendering of the toothbrush.

Scholar's Corner
The USF Undergraduate Research Conference is almost here! The virtual event
will be held April 6th, 2021. While the deadline to submit a research poster and
presentation was February 26th, students are still welcome to attend to view their
peer’s amazing research! You can RSVP to the event here.
If you are presenting, as part of your preparation, look at last year’s ﬁrst virtual
conference for ideas and inspiration. The 2020 event is archived in Digital USF.
USF Librarians have also created several online resources in order to help
students create and present their research.
The Research Poster Toolkit has been updated to include virtual resources.
The newly developed Research Poster Canvas course and Virtual
Presentation Canvas course are available to all students and include
interactive activities and resources to help students prepare for the
conference.
Additional courses that may be helpful are also available on the USF
Libraries website.
For additional guidance, feel free to schedule a research consultation with your
librarian or use the chat feature on the USF Libraries website.

Tapestry
The African American Experience in
Florida (AAE) is a new, online portal
that highlights the injustices that have
affected Black communities in Florida
during the state’s long history. As part
of USF’s ongoing efforts to dismantle
systemic racism and promote racial
equity, the portal will support the
growing need for resource materials
that reveal the experiences of Black
lives in Florida. The AAE was one of
the ﬁrst collaborative projects between the USF Tampa and St. Petersburg
campus libraries.
The Weekly Challenger digital newspaper archive is the most prominent NPML
collection that is part of the AAE portal. Other NPML/AAE collections that help
preserve and share the history of St. Petersburg’s African American community
include the Jordan Park collection, the Norman Jones Sr. and Jr. collections, The
Weekly Challenger and Neighborhood News photograph collections, and the
Ernest Ayer Ponder collection.

The Tampa and St. Petersburg AAE collections also include the inspiring
everyday stories of individuals, families, businesses, culture and communities.
The AAE portal is just the beginning of a long-term project to highlight current and
future materials that advance the conversation about the African American
experience in Florida.

Special Collections Exhibits
The Earl R. Jacobs III Collection of Francis G. Wagner’s St.
Petersburg Photographs

In 1916, just across the street from St. Petersburg’s Detroit Hotel, Francis G.
Wagner opened the city’s ﬁrst camera store, the Strand Camera Shop. Although
his main goal was to sell cameras and photo supplies, during the 1920s Wagner
liked to walk around downtown St. Petersburg taking photos of St. Petersburg
landmarks such as the Vinoy Hotel, the Coliseum, Albert Whitted Airport, and
many other locations.
In 1984, Earl R. “Rick” Jacobs III, a student at St. Petersburg Junior College, was
hired to help clear out a storage loft in the closed Strand Camera Shop building.
While preparing to throw out a pile of old papers he found a box ﬁlled with more
than nine-hundred black and white Francis G. Wagner photo negatives. A couple
of years later Jacobs donated the 1920s era negatives to the Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library.
Fifteen of those photographs are now displayed in a new third ﬂoor atrium-facing
photograph exhibit. You might remember that the library opened a related photo
exhibit in March 2020 just before the campus closed due to the COVID-19
pandemic. If you missed it we have created an online StoryMaps project based on
the original special collections display.
In a way, it took more than a century to put this exhibit together. We believe it was
worth the wait.

Florida Humanities FORUM Magazine exhibit

A new Nelson Poynter Memorial Library exhibit showcases a sampling of FORUM
magazine covers celebrating the diverse history and heritage of Florida. The
selected magazines highlight USF-related writers who have contributed to
FORUM through their research and narrative storytelling. The permanent exhibit
is located near the landings in the library’s main stairway and a separate
StoryMaps version has been posted online.
FORUM magazine is produced by Florida Humanities, which has partnered with
the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library to create a digital archive for the magazine
and other Florida Humanities content. In 2020 the library and Florida Humanities
also worked together to produce an interactive audio, print, and video
bibliography about African American history. Additionally, both institutions are on
the St. Petersburg campus and have beneﬁted from a rich collaboration history.
The Florida Humanities website reminds us that the organization’s mission is to
"preserve, promote and share the history, literature, culture and personal stories
that offer Floridians a better understanding of themselves, their communities and
their state." We hope that in some small way our library can help Florida
Humanities carry out their valuable mission to our state and its people.

Upcoming Events
April 7th
USF St. Petersburg Native American Land Acknowledgement Unveiling

Events inculde: Wednesday at the O, Grab and Go Event, and more
April 8th
Faculty Lightning Talks
Spotlighting six USF St. Petersburg campus faculty research projects

